





BEACH PARTY: A group of Wilbur ownoes gather for a Downeast-style clambake on the water’s adge at Man-0-War Cay in the

Abacos (top): the 34-foot Wilbur Full Chrat Is a Ruiph EMlis design (left); a typically tranquil scena in this part of the Bahamas.

|, Jewiiesier Lot 1o be dravwi Belweett
b were wbout to anfold oo Meas-Cs Wi Cay i the
iyl the great Tory dinspera Tollowing the Amen .
it You oy regall it e Coyulists ware os-
thie winming Puiriobs, so ey left i dmves: Some
ter Enylan, others picked up amnd thed 1o reestab:
Rahnmne It seems only Giting; then, tha) nnaw
wive 0f "ex-pats sholild now find haven on one of the joveli-
gkl ol oll the Rihema [slands: Man-0-War Cay inthe Al
con. 1 speik of b smull group of peaple who not only have
[he wherewithil 1o choose this dyliic spor for respite, bat
wh dilso have the uncommoen good sense o chnose Wilbor
yiihts on which o expand their pleasure

I eeentlv oot mysell ampng this convivial group. Fmet
the advance purty outsice the nirport i Marsh Harbour An
SUV purlled o and our popped James Fleydell<Bouveng, the

86 MorprBonmm

owemene o thie 4 2=Toot Wilbur Platypey, and John and Tngod
Kactunar, co-owners of Withur Yachts in Soothwest Horbor,
Maine. We heoved my belongings: on top of several large
cardbonnd containers, of the sor you ship seafood in

“Lobsters.”™ John grinned, *And clams Fon our Hig
Brownenst, feast”

A clambake? In the Bahimis? This was ooing (o be 1o
ondinary gathering of bowts; 1 though

Thwemty mimites Iater, we were trouping through a lush trop-
jeal gandem 1o James® hiome, a classic Bahamian Out s land
hiowse huilt of Abaconian gine by focal shipwrights: it sits on
abilul! of dites overfooking the s, We wene met by his wife,
Ann, and five-year-okl son Jeremy, The lsland s so pamaw o
this junciare that the Gmily's propeity extends from) bay o
besch in less than whnmdred yards, The only infesption isihe
Cueen’s Highway, # narrow sand trck thit links the westem
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